FOR 

Fo'rmative. adj. [from formo, Latin.] Having the power 
of giving form; plaftick. 

As we have eltablifhecl our aflertion of the feminal pro¬ 
duction of all kinds of animals; fo likewife we affirm, that 
the meaneft plant cannot be railed without feed, by any fir- 
mative power refiding in the foil. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Fo'rmsr. n.f. [from firm.] He that forms; maker; con¬ 
triver; planner. 

The wonderful art and providence of the contriver and 
firmer of our bodies, appears in the multitude of intentions 
he muft have in the formation of feveral parts for feveral 
ufes. Rny on the Creation. 

Fo'rm er. adj. [from jropma, Saxon, firft; whence former, and 
formojl now commonly written foremoji , as if derived from 
before. Formojl is generally applied to place, rank, or degree, 
and former only to time; for when we fay, the laft rank of 
the proceffion is like the firmer, we refpect time rather than 
place, and mean that which we faw lfore, rather than that 
which had precedence in place J 

1. Before another in time. 

Thy air. 

Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the firft : 

—A third is like the firmer. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

2 . Mentioned before another. 

A bad author deferves better ufage than a bad critick: a 
man may be the former merely through the misfortune of an 
ill judgment; but he cannot be the latter without both that 
and an ill temper. Pope. 

3. Paft: as, this was the cujlom in former times. 

Fo'rm ERL Y. adv. [from former.] In times paft. 

The places mentioned were all of them formerly the cool 
retirements of the Romans, where they ufed to hide them- 
felves among the woods and mountains, during the exccffive 
heats of their Summer. Addijon on Italy. 

As an animal degenerates by difeafes, the animal (dks, for¬ 
merly benign, approach towards an alkaline nature. Arbuthnot. 
FORMIDABLE, adj. [formidabi is, Latin ; formidable , Fr.J 
Terrible; dreadful; tremendous; terrifick^ to be feared. 

I fwell my preface into a volume, and make it formidable , 
when you fee fo many pages behind. Dryden s A.n. Dedicat. 
They feem’d to fear the formidable fight. 

And roll’d their billows on, to fpecd his flight. Dryden. 
Fo'rmidableness. n.f. [from formidable.] 

1. The quality of exciting terror or dread. 

2. The thing caufing dread. 

They rather chufe to be {hewed the firmidablenefs of their 
danger, than, by a blind embracing it, to perifh in it. 

Decay of Piety. 

Formidably, adv. [from formidable ] In a terrible manner. 
Behold ! e’en to remoter fhorcs, 

A conquering navy proudly fpread ; 

The Britifh cannon formidably roars. Dryden. 

Fo'rmless. adj. [from form.] Shapelefs; without regularity 
of form. 

All form is formlfs , order orderlefs. 

Save what is oppofite to England’s love. Shakefp. K. John. 
Fo'rmulary. n.f. [formulaire , French, from fir.nule.] A 
book containing ftated and preferibed models or fet forms. 
FO'RMULE. n.f. [formule, French; formula , Latin.] A fet 
or preferibed model. 

To FO'RNICATE. v. a. [from fornix, Latin.] To commit 
lewdnefs. 

It is a new way to fornicate at a diftance. Brown's Vul. Err. 
Fornica'tion. n.f. [fornication, French ; fomicatio, Latin.] 
j. Concubinage or commerce with an unmarried woman. 

Blefs roe! what a fry of fornication is at the door. Shake/. 
The law ought to be ftriCt againft fornications and adulte¬ 
ries; for, if there were univerfal liberty, the increafeof man¬ 
kind would be but like that of foxes at beft. Graunt. 

2. In - s cripture, fometimes idolatry. 

Thou didft truft in thine own beauty, and playedft the 
harlot, becaufe of thy renown, and pouredft out thy fornica- 
ti:ns , on every one that pafled by. Ezck. xvi. 1 5. 

Fornica'tor. n f. [fornieatetir , French, from fornix, Latin.] 
One that has commerce with unmarried women. 

A find cat or or adulterer Heals the foul as well asdifhonours 
the body of his neighbour. Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

FoRNic a'trmsSj n.J. [from fir meat or.] A woman who with¬ 
out marriage cohabits with a man. 

See you the fimicatrefs be remov’J; 

Let her have needful but not flavifh means. Shakefpeare. 
ToFORSA'KE. v.a. preter. firfook ; part. pafi'. forfiok, or fir- 
faken. [verfaeken, Dutch.] 

1. To leave in refentment, negledl, or diflike. 

’ I was now the time when firft Saul God firfook, 

God Saul; the room in’s heart wild paffions took. Cowley. 

Oreftcs comes in time 
To fave your honour: Pyrrhus cools apace; 

Prevent his falfhood, and forfakt him firft: 

I know you hate him. A. Phillips’s Difirefl Mother. 

Daughter of Jove! whofe arms in thunder wield 
Th’ avenging bolt, and fiiake the dreadful fhield. 


FOR 

Forfook by thee, in vain I fought thy aid. p oPe \ Q , 

2. To leave ; to go away from ; to depart from. U'J- 

Unwilling I forfook your friendly {late, 

Commanded by the gods, and forc’d by fate. Drvd,,,’. .r 

3. To defert; to fail. 

Truth, modefty, and Iharne the world forfook ; 

Fraud, avarice, and force their places took. D’yd.O a 

When ev’n the flying fails were feen no more, 

Forfaken of all fight {he left the fliore. * n , 

"I heir purple majefty. 

And all thofe outward {hows which we call greatnefs 
Languifh and droop, feem empty and forjaken, * 

And draw the wond’ring gazers eyes no more. d 
FoRS a'k e r . n.f. [from fin fake, j Dcfertcr; one that forfakt 
1 hou did It deliver us into the hands of lawlefs en,w ’ 
molt hateful firfihr. of God. Jgg 

Forsooth, adv. [pojij-o^e, Saxon.] ™ ‘ 

1. In truth; certainly; very well. It is ufed almoft always i, 

an ironical or contemptuous fenfe. ' 

Wherefore doth Lyfander 
Deny your love, fo rich within hi's foul. 

And tender me, forfooth, affixation r Sbakefpurt 

A fit man, forfooth , to govern a realm, who had fo goodlv 
government in his own eftate. Hayward 

Unlearned perfons ufe fuch letters as juftly exprefs the 
power or found of their fpeech; ) et forfooth, we fay, write 
not true Englifh, or true French. Holder’s Elem. of Speed. 

In the Eaft Indies a widow, who has any regard to her 
chandler, throws herfelf into the flames of her hulband’s 
funeral pile, to fliew, forfooth, that flic is faithful to the me¬ 
mory of her deceafed lord. Addifin’s Freeholder, 

She would cry out murder, and difturb the whole neigh¬ 
bourhood; and when John came running down the flairs to 
enquire what the matter was, nothing, forfooth, only her maid 
had ftuck a pin wrong in her gown, r.rtuthn. Hifi. off. Bull. 

Some quellion the genuinenefs of his books, becaufe, for- 
footh, they cannot difeover in them that fiumen oratisnis that 
Cicero fpeaks of. Baker's Refieffions on Learning. 

2 . It is fuppofed to have been once a word of honour in addrefs 
to women, it is probablethat an inferior, being called, {hewed 
his attention by anfwcring in the word ‘yes, forfooth, which 
in time loft its true meaning; and inftead of a mere exclama¬ 
tory interjection, was fuppofed a compellation. It appears in 
Shakefpeare to have been ufed likewife to men. 

Our old Englifli word forfooth has been changed for the 
French madam. Guardian, 

ToFORSWE'AR. v.a. rpset. firfwore ; part, ferfworn. {yoj> 
j-ycepian, Saxon.] 

1. To renounce upon oath. 

I firmly vow 

Never to wooe her more; but do forfwear her. 


As one unworthy all the former favours, 
That I have fondly flatter’d her withal. 


j - .— Shakefpeare. 

2. To deny upon oath. 

And that felf chain about his neck, 

Which he forfwore moft monftroufly to have. Shakefpeart. 

Obferve the wretch who hath his faith forfook. 

How clear his voice, and how- aflitr'd his look ! 

Like innocence, and as ferenely bold 

As truth, how loudly he forjwears thy gold ! Dr-yd. Juven. 

3. With the reciprocal pronoun : as, to forfwear himfe/f-, to be 
perjured ; to fwear falfely. 

To leave my Julia, {hall I b eforfworn? 

To love fair Silvia, {hall I be jorfuorn? 

To wrong my friend, {hall 1 be much firfworn? 

And ev’n that power which gave me firft my oath, 
Provokes me to this threefold perjury. Shakefptart. 

One fays, he never {hould endure the fight 
Of that firfworn, that wrongs both land and laws. Dar.id. 

I too have fworn, ev'n at the altar fworn, 

Eternal love and endlds faith to Thefeus; 

And yet am falle, forfworn : the hallow’d fhrine, 

That heard me fwear, is witnefs to my falfttood. Smith. 
To Forswe'aR. v. n. To fwear falfely; to commit perjury. 
Take heed; for he holds vengeance in his hand. 

To hurl upon their heads that break his law. 

— And that fame vengeance doth hurl on thee. 

For falfe forfwearing , and for murder too. Shakcf Rich.Vl. 
Forswea'rer. n f . [fi• u forfwear .] One who is perjured. 
PORI . n f . [fort, . -itch.] A fortified houfe; a caltle. 
They ereCted a fit, which they called the fort de l’ or ; and 
from thence they bolted like beafls of the foreft. Bacon. 
Now to th firt they are about to fend 
For the loud engines which their ifle defend. JValler . 

He that views a fort to take it. 

Plants his artillery ’gainft the weakeftpart. Denham's Sophy- 
My fury does, like jealous forts, purfue 
With death, ev’n ftrangers who but come to view. Drydtn. 
Fo'rted. adj. [from fort ] Furnift.ed or guarded by forts. 
Not ufed now. 

Your 


FOR 

Your defert fpeaks loud, and I {hould wrong 
To lock it in the wards of covert bofom, 

When it deferves with characters of brafs 
A firted refidence, ’gainft the tooth of time 
And rafure of oblivion. Shakef. Meafure for Meafure. 

FORTH, adv. [pop’s, Saxon; whence further an&furtbejt.] 

1. Forward; onward in time. 

From that day forth I lov’d that face divine; 

From that Any forth I caft in careful mind 

To feek her out. Fairy fjhuecn, b. i. cant. 9. 

2. Forward in place or order. 

Look at the fecond admonition, and fo forth, where, they 
fpeak in moft unchriflian manner. Whitgifte. 

Mad Pandarus fteps forth, with vengeance vow’d 
For Bitias’ death. Dryden's dEn. 

3. Abroad ; out qf doors. 

Uncle, I muft come firth. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

I have no mind of fealting/ar/A to-night. Shakefpeare. 
Attend you here the door of our ftern daughter ? 

W i II the not forth ? Shakefpeare. 

When Winter paft, and Summer fcarce begun, 

Indies them forth to labour in the fun. Dryden’s Virg. Mn. 

4. Out away; beyond the boundary of anyplace. 

They will privily relieve their friends that are forth ; they 
wiil fend the enemy fecret advertifements; and they will not 
aifo ftick to draw the enemy privily upon them. Spenfer. 
veil that fun&ine brew’d a fhow’r for him. 

That wafh’d his father’s fortunes firth of France. Shakefp. 

5. Ou: into publick ftate; puhlick view. 

You may fet fo, th the fame with farmhoufes. Peacbam. 

But when your troubled country call’d you forth. 

Your flaming courage, and your matchlcfs worth, 
i o fierce contention gave a profp’rous end. JFa'ler. 

6 . Throughly; from beginning to end. 

You, coufin, 

Whom it concerns to bear this matter forth. 

Do with your injuries as feems you beft. Shakefp. 

7. To a certain degree. 

Hence w • iearn, how far forth we may expeCt juftification 
and falvation from the fuftertngs of Chrift; no further than 
we are wrought on by his renewing grace. Hammond. 

o. On to the end. 

I repeated the Ave Maria: the inquifitor bad me fay firth-, 

I laid I was taught no more. Memoir in S.rype. 

Forth, prop. Out of. 

And here’s a prophet, that I brought with me 
Ytom firth the ftreets of Pomfret. Shakefpeare. 

Some forth their cabbins peep, 

And trembling afk what news, and do hear fo 
As jealous hufbands, what they would not know. Donne. 
Forthcoming, adj. [firth and coming.] .Ready to appear:* 
not abfcondtng; not loft. * 

Carry this mad knave to jail: I charge you fee that he be 
forthcoming ■ , S J*kefpeare’s Taming of the Shrew. 

We II fee your trmkets here forthcoming all. Shak. H. VI 

Con,in *™‘ i 

Forthijfuing thus, {he gave him firft to wield 
A weighty axe, with trueft temper fteel’d, 

wiiSn/Tif ™ Wjmhg firthrigbt but almoft cominually 
r r? g l • f h L ° Wer ftreams wouId r «um to their form/ 
or that the river had a delight to play with itfclf. Sidney 9 , b if 
Arrived there they pafled in forthright ; * 

For ftill to all the gate flood open wide. Fairy Dueen, b i 
'ru . ^ ere s a mazc trod > indeed, 

I hrough forthrights and meanders. Shakefbeare's w 

he rode to roufe the pST 
That folded by the fern in harbour lay, ? 

And thence diflodg’d. /S’ > , v . . , _ , 

And dreams, ’gan now to take more found repaft. Fa. 3 U 

%£*£*£!• ,he m “ f,ck hen. 

Of fovVei™ hcralds ' ^ “mmS 

ft tland K monium. l/,/. . p „ 

Milton s Paradfe Lfi, b. i. 


FOR 

In his paflage thither one put into his hand a note of the 
whole confpiracy, defiring him to read it fortlnuith, and to 
remember the giver of it as long as he lived. South’s Se: mons. 
Fo'rtieth. adj. [from firty J The fourth tenth; next after 
the thirty-ninth. 

What doth it avail 

To be the fortieth man in an entail ? Donne. 

Burnet fays, Scotland is not above a fortieth part in value 
to the reft of Britain ; and, with refpeCt to the profit that Eng¬ 
land gains from hence, not the forty thoufandth part. Swift. 
Fo'rtifiable. adj. [fromfortify.] What may be fortified. 
Fortifica'tion. n.f. [ fortification, French, from fortify.] 

1. The fcience of military architecture. 

Fortification is an art {hewing how to fortify a place with 
ramparts, parapets, moats, and other bulwarks ; to the end 
that a fmall number of men within may be able to defend 
themfelvcs, for a conftderable time, againft the aflaults of a 
numerous army without; fo that the enemy, in attacking 
them, muft of ncceffity lufFcr great lofs. It is cither regular 
or irregular; and, with refpect to time, may be diftjnguifhed 
into durable and temporary. Harris. 

The Phoeacians, tho’an unwarlike nation, yet underftood 
the art of fortification. Notes on the Odyffiey. 

2. A place built for ftrength. 

Excellent devices were ufed to make even their fports pro¬ 
fitable; images, battles, and fortifications being then delivered 
to their memory, which, after ltronger judgments, might 
difpenfe fome advantage. Sidney, b. ii. 

Fo'rtifier. n.f. [from fortify] 
t. One who ereds works for defence. 

Th efortifier of Pendenr.is made his advantage of the com¬ 
modity afforded by die ground. Carew’s Survey of Cornwal. 
2 . One who fupports or fecures; one who upholds. 

He was led forth by many armed men, who often had been 
rr. ™f”‘ifars of wickednefs, to the place of execution. Sidney. 
To FO'RTIFY. v.a. [foriifer, French.] 

1. Foftrengthen againft attacks by walls or works. 

Great Dunfinane he ftrongly fortifies. Shake/. Macbeth, 
tie fortified the city againft befteging. Ecclufi ]. 4. 

2. To confirm ; to encourage. 

It great !y fortified her defires, to fee that her mother had the 
like defires. Sidney, b. ii. 

3. 1 o fix; to cftabltfh In refolution. 

But in-born worth that fortune can controul, 

New-ftrung and ftiffer bent her fofter foul: 

7 he heroine affum d the woman’s place. 

Confirm’d her mind, and fortify'd her face. Dryden 

A young man, before he leaves the fhelter of his father’s 
houfe, fltould he fortified with refolution to fecure his vir- 

Fortila'ge. n.f. [from fort ] A little fort; a blockhotffe^* 
j? .y ra, S hts and narrow pafliges there {hould be fome 
little fort t /age, or wooden caftle fet, which {hould keep and 

FVRTLV F ft r r r 6h \ a . Spenfer 0 Ireland. 

”./ [fty nch -J A little fort raifed to defend a 
camp, particularly in a fiege Hanmer. 

Thou haft talk d 

greatnels of mind ; power 

The king-becoming graces. 

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 

I have no relifh of them. Shakefpeare's Mach. th. 

_ J he better fortitude 

Uf patience, and heroick martj rdom 
n ung. . Milton's Paradife Loti h ir 

,S the S uard and export of the other virtues ; and 
and fil unTe S cb 3 ^ ^eep fteady to his duty" 

2 f chara ^ er of a tru| y worthy man. Loci 

2. Strength; force. Not in ufe. 

nr •• r He wrongs his fame, 

JJefpairing of his own arm’s^ fortitude, 

t'S&r ! si °«- * w 

Sr 

compliant.] The fpace of two weeks ’ *** >Um 

fome fvlf.gZ fpace 7 is 7 ,! 1 cxcellent hat aboVe r the wat «, for 
frefti and quick. ’ CXCellcnt ^ can « of making drink 

About a fortnight before T had Gnlfv/f ” 1 lj atural Hifiory. 
henfion, ’till about a/ a rr„,^ before nCVer, WUh mUCh a c Pprc * 


Breakij 
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